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“The next 10 years, which have been designated as the decade of action and delivery
for sustainable development, will be the most critical of our generation. It is even more
important as we build back better from the COVID-19 pandemic. We need a strong
United Nations Development System and effective collaboration between the United
Nations and the international financial institutions. We support the Secretary-General’s
efforts and measures in this regard. We are determined to implement the 2030 Agenda
in full and on time. There is no alternative. The peoples have to be at the centre of
all our efforts. Particular attention must be given to people in vulnerable situations.
Humanitarian access to those in need of assistance must be granted without obstacle
or delay and in line with the humanitarian principles. We are guided by the universal
declaration of Human Rights and international human rights treaties and instruments
and will ensure the human rights and fundamental freedoms of everyone.”
United Nations General Assembly, “UN75 Declaration”, September 2020, A/RES/75/1.

“The UN has made significant contributions to building a more peaceful and
egalitarian world, but each person who is still out of school, who still lives
in poverty or who does not know where his next meal will come from should
remind us that there is still much to be done.”
Dialogue organized by UN Brazil, ages 31-45, managers & professionals, mostly men.

UN75 DATA ON THIS COMMITMENT
UN75 dialogues

UN75 survey

Media analysis

Research snapshot

We organize the relevant UN75 data gathered across 2020 according to the UN75 Declaration’s 12 commitments.
For the full methodology, see the UN75 report “Shaping Our Future Together”.
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FROM THE UN75 DIALOGUES1
WHERE WE ARE NOW
Participants identified several obstacles
that undermine the lives and dignity of the
poorest and most vulnerable people across
society, hindering, and in some cases
reversing development progress. Participants
identified a range of causes of inequality, as
well as factors that influence or exacerbate
disadvantages and inequality for many.
Participants highlighted the extreme disparity
between the richest and poorest, and the
extreme concentration of wealth in the hands
of a very few.

On socio-economic inequalities
Participants raised concern about the
increasing polarization of wealth distribution
between and within nations. They discussed
inequalities relating to income, educational
attainment, life expectancy, access to basic
services (food, shelter, health and education),
with rural areas most affected. Existing
social structures were seen to perpetuate
inequalities and disadvantage, especially for
women and girls. Participants perceived the
structure of the dominant economic system,
as well as conflict, crime, psychosocial unrest
and human rights violations as exacerbating
inequality.

On the causes and impact of
discrimination
Participants across regions raised concerns
about the exclusion of people on the basis of
gender, class, sexual orientation and disability.
They highlighted the marginalization of
disabled persons and the stigmatization of

UN75 Survey immediate
priorities to recover from
the pandemic: Access to basic
services, international support
to places hardest hit, reducing
inequalities all top priorities
Universal access to
healthcare

418k

Increase support to
hardest hit places

318k

Strengthen global
solidarity

308k

Invest in education &
youth

288k

Universal access to safe
water & sanitation

266k

Address deepened
inequalities

257k

Rethink the global
economy

244k

Tackle the climate crisis

227k

Prevent and reduce
conflict & violence

194k

Make human rights central

186k

Modernize international
organizations

180k

Universal access to digital
technologies

178k

UN75 Survey Question: What should the international
community prioritize to recover better from the
pandemic? Base: 1,133,501 (all respondents as from 22
Inequalities
April, when this question was added). Participants could
between countries
select up to three responses.

1%
Access to
Domestic
decent work
economic
with fair &
inequalities
equal pay
41%
4%94 countries between 2 January and 7 November
1. This report contains a summary of the analysis of 1,141 UN75 dialogue summaries received from
2020. The dialogue summaries were analyzed in partnership with the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies. For the full
methodology, see the UN75 report “Shaping Our Future Together”.
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individuals living with HIV/AIDS, as well as the
challenges faced by the LGBTQI+ community.

“Inequality has a face and a history.
Certain groups have been historically
marginalized on a systematic basis,
while others have retained the majority
of power and assets. Inequality is a
function of where you were born and
now live: while inequality between
countries has decreased, the gap
between developed and developing
countries remains very high, and within
country inequality has increased.”

Universal access to
418k
Pathfinders
healthcare for Peaceful, Just and
Inclusive Societies, USA, mixed age
Increase
support
to
groups,
professions,
mostly
318k women.
hardest hit places
Strengthen global
solidarity

308k

Invest in education
&
On the movement
of people
as an
288k
youth
inequality pressure point
Universal access to safe
water & sanitation

266k

International and rural-urban migration were
Address deepened
257k
seen as contributing
to rising populations
inequalities
in cities with higher numbers of urban poor,
Rethink the global
especially across
Asia and Sub-Saharan
Africa.
244k
economy
In India, participants discussed the impact
of COVID-19
lockdown
on
rural-urban
Tackle
the climatepolicies
crisis
227k
migration trends that resulted in insufficient
Prevent andof
reduce
transport, shortages
water, sanitation
and
194k
conflict & violence
food and poor access to medical care.
Make human rights central

186k

High resource use by those in wealthier
countries was
seen
to have disastrous
Modernize
international
180k
environmental consequences,
in turn affecting
organizations
migration
and health.
identified
Universal
access toParticipants
digital
178k
population pressures
on food security, access
technologies
to clean water, air pollution, exhaustion of
fossil fuels and minerals, habitat destruction,
and toxic contamination of soils and water
Inequalitiesaffecting the
resources as predominantly
between countries
poor.
Access to
decent work
with fair &
equal pay
4%

1%

Domestic
economic
inequalities
41%

Participants highlighted the refugee crisis
and unequal access to regular travel and
migration for many people from lower human
development countries as both a symptom
of global inequality, and a cause of further
inequality, especially when refugees and
migrants are not treated justly and humanely,

UN75 Survey future
threats: 250,000+
respondents view population
changes, forced migration &
displacement as future threats
Climate change &
environmental issues

608k

Risks related to health
Armed conflict & political
violence
Risks arising from new
technologies
Nuclear & other weapons
of mass destruction
Rapid changes in
populations
Forced migration &
displacement
Cyber warfare & new
weapons
Breakdown in relations
between countries

401k
333k
291k
290k
264k
255k
252k
240k

Terrorism 203k
Organised crime

191k

UN75 Survey Question: Which of these global trends do
you think will most affect our future? Base: 1,220,848
(all respondents). Participants could select up to three
responses.

Enviornmental protection

440k

Access to healthcare

371k

Respect for human rights

370k
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and in accordance with international law.
They noted that ‘one world’ will not be possible
until basic inequalities are eradicated,
until peace replaces conflict, and until safe
travel is accessible to those forced to move.
Participants largely expect the movement
of people across the globe to continue. They
discussed the need for a new ‘climate refugee’
category.
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“Understanding population dynamics
and anticipating the demographic
changes in future are crucial to the
achievement of the 2030 Agenda for
sustainable development.”
Association of Professional Social Workers
& Development Practitioners, India, mixed
ages, professions and genders.

WHERE WE WANT TO BE
“Now is the time for governments
and international actors to transform
development models, rethink global
economic arrangements, and direct
multilateral cooperation efforts
towards delivering on the 2030 Agenda.
We already have at our disposal many
of the tools and solutions, which are
needed. What is urgently required
now is the political will to implement,
and the forging a strong alliance of
willing partners that can support each
other’s efforts to deliver. Inequality and
exclusion are not inevitable.”
Pathfinders for Peaceful, Just and
Inclusive Societies, USA, mixed age
groups, professions, mostly women.

Ensuring that no one is left behind means, for
participants, committing to fully implementing
the 2030 Agenda. They agreed that progress
towards a more just, inclusive and sustainable
society will require all actors taking robust
action across all levels of decision making.
Participants want a world where wealth is

distributed more equally, with support to the
most disadvantaged, and holding the most
wealthy accountable for sharing what they
accumulate.
Participants across regions and age groups
want to see access to basic services, free and
universal health care, free and universal
education from early childhood through to
adult education, and food security. Poverty
alleviation and post-COVID-19 recovery were
considered vital, as was support to vulnerable
and marginalized groups, including those in
remote and rural areas, refugees, migrants,
and Indigenous peoples.

“Poverty and inequality prevent people
from coming up with and sharing ideas
and taking action that will make a
difference. Poverty and inequality will
not allow some aspiring ideas to shine
and ideas that might just save us all will
be thrown away into the darkness and
never come to fruition.”
Ole Anders Røsand, Norway, ages 15 years
& younger, students, mixed genders.
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Participants wanted a world in which refugees
and migrants could not only survive, but also
thrive. Where they are treated equally, fairly,
lawfully, and with guarantees of respect for
their rights, with the provision of basic needs
such as food, housing, safety, welfare support
(when needed), rights to work, education and
language support. Participants discussed the
need for finding new, permanent solutions
to the growing number of refugees living in
camps, of ensuring everyone has access to
safe travel and dismantling punitive, deterrent
based migration policies.

“The next 10 years is the time for
education to turn into a public good that
is universally accessible regardless of
gender and location.”

FROM THE UN75 DIALOGUES | 5

Participants in regions affected by conflict
and disasters called for more equal inclusion
of women, individuals with a disability,
LGBT(QI+) persons, the elderly and Indigenous
peoples, including increased access to
education, infrastructure, health, work, and
political representation.

“Transgender people even today
continue to face a great deal of hate
and discrimination, high level of
violence and poor health outcomes.”
Association of Professional Social Workers
& Development Practitioners and the State
Legal Services Authority, Chandigarh, India,
mixed ages, professions, genders.

Dialogue organized by UN Academic Impact,
online, mixed ages, professions, genders.

HOW WE CAN GET THERE
Participants agreed that integrated
approaches and progressive action by diverse
stakeholders are needed to ensure that no
one is left behind. They proposed the following
solutions.

Inclusion of marginalized and
vulnerable groups
Dialogue participants called on their national
governments to ensure the inclusion of
vulnerable groups in decision-making:
• Policies to ensure the inclusion of the
LGBTQI+ community and people with
a disability in political meetings, by
leveraging digital technologies and
innovations. Participants in Tajikistan

and Uzbekistan called for more inclusive
national policies for people with disabilities,
such as creating government employment
positions, adopting a national programme
for the protection of rights, and creating a
database to inform policymaking.
• Governments were encouraged to
respect the independence and autonomy
of Indigenous peoples and improve
communications with rural Indigenous
communities. Participants in Mongolia
proposed establishing a ‘Council of Elders’
with equal sectorial representation in
parliament; In Colombia, participants
wanted Indigenous communities included
in decision-making processes, especially
concerning their regions and territories,
mining, fracking, and other development
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projects; In Costa Rica, participants called
on the government to develop policies and
programs to recover ancestral territory,
traditions, and culture of Afro-Costa Rican
descendants.
Participants called on governments and the
UN to ensure the inclusion of vulnerable
groups in UN proceedings and for the respect
of their rights:
• To diversify the types of overseas
development assistance support to
countries where economic conditions of
women, children, the elderly, and the poor
are particularly severe.
• Participants in the United States proposed
to upgrade the Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples to a Convention on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
• Participants in numerous dialogues in
India called on the government to fight
against child abuse through more stringent
implementation and enforcement of related
policies and provisions.
Governments were encouraged to ensure the
universal rights of people with disabilities,
and to promote the establishment of an UN
Convention to protect the rights of older
people:
• Participants in the United States called
on Member States to ratify existing
conventions for the prevention of child
labour, recalling that while Conventions
138-Minimum Age for Non-Agriculture Work
and 182-Worst Forms of Child Labor have
high ratification rates, Conventions C010Minimum Age for Agriculture Work and
C123-Minimum Age for Underground work
have much lower rates of ratification (55
and 41 countries respectively).
Participants proposed that the private sector
should play a role in combating racism and
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creating economic opportunities for women
and ethnic minorities:
• Promoting their inclusion in management
positions and offering training
programmes. One example discussed was
the Global Compact Network in Brazil’s
“Equity is Priority” movement, which
establishes clear goals to increase the
number of women in leadership positions
before 2030. The expectation is now to
launch a similar initiative with an ethnicracial approach.

Ensure access to basic services for all
Participants encouraged governments
to ensure universal healthcare and food
security for all:
• In Egypt, participants proposed to include
mental healthcare as part of basic health
services, and to improve birth registration
controls through tech applications and ICT
infrastructure.
• In Brazil, Colombia, Tajikistan and the
United States, participants encouraged
governments to act on food security
by providing economic subsidies to
farmers, funding for innovative farming
techniques and school meal programmes,
the establishment of educational and
sensitization courses and collaborative
food donations between grocery stores and
community organizations.
• In Afghanistan, participants lamented
the low internet access in rural areas that
limited not only the provision of health
care services, but also basic COVID-19
prevention guidelines.

418k

estic
omic
ualities

y-based
alities

Climate change &
environmental issues

608k
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Risks related to health

401k

Armed conflict & political
333k
violence
Risks arising from new
291k
technologies
The Secretary-General
was called on to
& other weapons
encourageNuclear
an international
agreement
290k to
of
mass
guarantee free waterdestruction
and sanitation for all:
Rapid changes in
264k
• An online student dialogue
populationscalled for
the promotion of the right to water and
Forced migration &
255k
sanitation, especially
during the
pandemic,
displacement
through the support of water and sanitation
Cyber warfare & new
252k
infrastructure and technicians.
weapons
Breakdown in relations
240k
between countries
203k
Terrorism
UN75 Survey
long-term
priorities: Access to
Organised
crime 191k
basic services,
employment,
equality within & between
countries

Enviornmental protection

440k

Access to healthcare

371k

Respect for human rights

370k

Access to education

355k

Less conflict

341k

Employment opportunities
Sustainable consumption
& production
Equality between
countries
Equality within countries

308k
307k
249k
237k

Equality between men &
210k
women
International migration
153k
management
UN75 Survey Question: Taking a longer view, if you
picture the world you want in 25 years, what three
things would you most want to see? Base: 1,220,848
(all respondents). Participants could select up to three
responses.
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• In the Republic of Gambia, participants
called for international support to ensure
universal access to clean water and
sanitation, in particular for communities
hardest hit by the pandemic.

Focus on equitable access to quality
education
To ensure quality education for all, dialogue
participants proposed that governments
promote educational reform to respond to
future needs.
• They suggested focusing on political,
economic, social and sustainability
spheres, and funding collaborations
between governments and community
leaders to achieve digital literacy in
developing countries.
Participants called on governments to ensure
that education is affordable for all income
levels, and that it is universally inclusive,
regardless of gender and ethnicity.
• Participants called for the inclusion of girls
in education, ensuring that their rights
are respected and fighting against early
marriage that prevents their enrolment in
school. They also asked governments to
ensure equal accessibility to educational
technology, and to strengthen public
libraries as essential for improving national
culture and quality of life.

“Build and upgrade education facilities
that are child, disability and gender
sensitive and provide safe, nonviolent,
inclusive and effective learning
environments for all.”
UN75 Confederation of Young Leaders Uttar
Pradesh State Team, India, mixed ages, professions.
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• Participants in Costa Rica highlighted the
need for better education for the Afrodescendant population.
Participants called on schools to improve
teacher trainings, educational material and
skills-development programmes.
• In India, participants encouraged schools
to counter patriarchal constraints that
limit the education of girls. Participants
in dialogues in middle- and low-income
countries, including Botswana, Colombia,
India and Tajikistan, emphasized the
importance of access to education through
strengthening educational services and
infrastructure in rural areas, and providing
early childhood education.
• Participants called on the international
community to ensure equal access to
education for boys, girls and children
with disabilities, with the latter requiring
improved facilities, such as the installation
of ramps, and teacher trainings for
assisting children with autism and cognitive
disabilities.

“Strengthening public libraries as key
players in improving and positioning
national culture and quality of life.”
Jorge Helmer Valencia Ayala, Colombia, mixed
ages, public librarians, mostly women.

Promote socio-economic inclusion
Governments were encouraged to implement
a universal basic income and to address
economic inequalities through economic
support policies and tax reform:
• In the United Sates, participants called for
social protection frameworks to support
small and medium enterprises and the
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informal sector, with community-driven
reach for the most vulnerable.
• In Kenya, participants proposed to increase
the minimum wage, expand income tax and
make the tax code more progressive.
• Participants in South Korea proposed
improving work environments, for example
offering mandatory parental leave.

“[…] introducing cash based support
schemes, for example child benefits,
pensions and/or basic income schemes
that can improve citizens’ resilience to
shocks, paying special attention to new
forms of vulnerability among groups like
the urban poor.”
Pathfinders for Peaceful, Just and
Inclusive Societies, USA, mixed age
groups, professions, mostly women.

Participants asked the UN to prioritize
support to the communities hardest hit
by COVID-19, and to under-served, rural
communities.
• In Kazakhstan, the UN was encouraged to
allocate larger portions of budgets to rural
and remote area programmes. In China and
Mongolia, participants called for financial
assistance and to ensure vulnerable or rural
populations can access financial services.

Address the refugee and migrant
crisis
Dialogue participants implored governments
to improve immigration policies/services:
• Participants in multiple dialogues in
the United States called for better and
more humane management of refugee
and migrant arrivals, and for smoother
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integration through the provision of initial
support when needed, such as clothing,
transport cards, housing and legal counsel.
• Some participants stressed the need for
tailored support for LGBQT asylum seekers.
• Government migration services
should address pandemic-related
rising unemployment within migrant
communities, extending support to selfemployed migrants whose activities
ceased during lockdown, for example
through rehabilitation plans or employment
programmes.
• Participants called for governments
around the world to open up more
humanitarian and refugee visas to enable
the resettlement of the millions of refugees
living in camps so that they could get on
with their lives and contribute to society.
Participants called on the UN system and
governments to improve the management of
international migration flows:
• Participants suggested re-visiting the
scope of the Refugee Convention, to ensure
the protection of internally displaced
persons (IDPs) and those forced to migrate
due to climate or disaster.
• Participants voiced concern about the
living conditions in refugee camps, where
many refugees spend their entire lives. Not
only should living conditions, education,
language and employment opportunities
for those living in camps be improved, but
governments were called on to issue more
permanent resettlement opportunities for
refugees.
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• Participants called on the UNHCR to
evaluate the risks and benefits of the use of
new technologies, to assist forced migrants
and refugees, and to work with NGOS and
business to bolster migrant access to
technology.
• Participants called on the IOM to develop an
international framework to include migrant
and local perspectives to create narratives
on migration to counter xenophobia and
discrimination.
• Participants in many dialogues focused
on migrant youth. Some proposed holding
periodical interviews with migrant youth
to understand their goals and objectives,
and to connect them with educational
resources. They suggested partnering
with higher education and vocational
institutions and the private sector to
promote programming, funding and to
generate employment opportunities.
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Edelman Intelligence Discovery+ | All languages | Media review in 70 countries | Date range: May 2019 - May 2020.
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2. Edelman Intelligence analysed the global media landscape to gain insights into how megatrends are covered, including the perceived role of
international cooperation and the United Nations. They analysed print, broadcast Equality
and onlinebetween
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men &social media, in 70 countries, covering
210k
the period May 2019 and May 2020. For the full methodology, see the UN75 report “Shaping Our Future Together”.
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